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QuickStart Guide
WASL Prep Resources

Link References:

ClassTools courses1

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/classtools/

ALP (Accelerated Learning Program)2

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/alps/

Thinkfinity3

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/marcopolo.php

ExploreLearning4

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/explorelearning/

DLC Tutors5

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/dlctutors/

DLC Standards Correlation tool6
http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/standards/

DLC Training Request form7

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/schoolsupport/contact/support/index/training

Online Courses QuickStart Guide8

[TBD]

Credit Recovery QuickStart Guide9

[TBD]

Training Resource Center10

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/schoolsupport/trainingresources/

DLC Tutors11

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/dlctutors/

DLC Standards Correlation tool12

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/standards/
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QuickStart Guide
WASL Prep Resources

The DLC offers a variety of resources and services that help prepare students for the WASL exams.

Important information to note:

Online WASL Prep courses
Tuition-based WASL Prep and remediation courses are written to the Washington State standards and include content 
covered in the OSPI WASL modules.

Standards-aligned content modules, tutorials, and lesson plans
A number of ClassTools courses1 focus on basic skills in math, reading, and writing. Teachers can use the content of these 
courses as comprehensive or supplemental curricula. 

ALP (Accelerated Learning Program)2 is comprised of two WASL prep resources: ALP Math (middle- and high school), and 
ALP Reading (middle school). Developed by the Internet Academy to specifically target students scoring at Level 2 on the 
WASL, ALP lessons include tutorials, example exercises, practice opportunities, and test-taking tips and strategies. 

Thinkfinity3 provides standards-based instructional materials, including constructivist-based lesson plans, interactive activi-
ties, and virtual manipulatives. 

ExploreLearning4 offers math and science Gizmos, or virtual manipulatives, that are engaging and provide WASL prep 
opportunities for middle- and high school students.

Online WASL tutors
DLC Tutors5, carefully selected and trained undergraduate college students, assist your students with WASL-oriented and 
standards-aligned DLC resources. 

Easily locate standards-aligned online resources
The DLC Standards Correlation tool6 enables educators to search many of the DLC’s resources by specific GLE or evidence 
of learning. 

Suggested WASL Prep implementation strategies:

Use the online DLC Training Request form7 to schedule a planning meeting or a WASL prep training.

Refer to the Online Courses QuickStart Guide8 for information on how to get started with online WASL prep courses.

Refer to the Credit Recovery QuickStart Guide9 for information on how to get started with ClassTools.

For self-starters, direct them to the ALP and/or Thinkfinity training outlines, accessed from the Training Resource Center10.

Direct students to the DLC Tutors11 page and have them register for WASL Help through a DLC tutor.

As OSPI suggests, the best WASL prep is a curriculum carefully aligned with state curriculum standards. The DLC Standards 
Correlation tool12 significantly contributes to this alignment.
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QuickStart Guide
Credit Recovery Options

Link References:

Online Courses QuickStart Guide1

[TBD]

DLC Training Request form2

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/schoolsupport/training_options.php

ClassTools resource page3

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/classtools/

Create a ClassTools teacher account4

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/tr/classtools/accounts.php
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ClassTools

Included in DLC membership    
Taught by your staff

ClassTools content includes a mix of computer-scored 
assessments and teacher-scored assessment, so schools 
need to consider how to bring subject-area teachers into 
the process when scoring student work. 

ClassTools classrooms can be customized to meet 
individual student needs by hiding or revealing content, 
activities and assessments from student view.

For the ClassTools option, use the online DLC Training 
Request form2 to request a ClassTools training or review 
the ClassTools resource page3, then create a ClassTools 
teacher account4.

Online Courses

Tuition-based      
Taught by online instructors

Credit recovery courses are offered by Aventa Learning 
and Internet Academy. They rely upon diagnostic 
assessments to identify those standards that students have 
already met, thereby enabling them to focus on concepts 
and skills that are yet to be mastered. 

As with all online courses taken through the DLC, the 
online teachers of those courses meet NCLB “highly 
qualified” standards.

For the online courses option, refer to the Online 
Courses QuickStart Guide1 for information on how to 
get started with online credit retrieval courses.

QuickStart Guide
Credit Recovery Options

The DLC offers two primary credit recovery solutions for students who have taken a class but failed to earn credit.

Suggested implementation strategies:

Designate a credit retrieval program coordinator and provide that person sufficient time to become familiar with both the 
online courses and the ClassTools options. Include time to meet with and/or communicate with DLC school support staff.

If you are having trouble determining whether individual students are better candidates for tuition-based online courses or 
ClassTools, call the DLC (800-890-8592).

Schedule frequent blocks of time (e.g., zero hour, lunch, after school, Saturday) for credit retrieval students to meet with the 
Credit Retrieval Program Coordinator.

The issuance of course credit for any online or ClassTools-based course is a local decision. The DLC plays no role in that 
determination. 
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QuickStart Guide
Online Courses: Credit Recovery, Core, Honors, AP, College

Link references:

Course Support team1

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/cs/team_role.php

Sign up2

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/cs/intake/

Explore Online Learning3

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/online_learning.php

Course Demos4

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/demo_courses.php

Course Selection Guidelines5

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/selection_guidelines.php

Steps to Success6

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/best_practices/

Get Ready to Start7

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/start.php
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QuickStart Guide
Online Courses: Credit Recovery, Core, Honors, AP, College

The DLC offers online courses to help schools individualize, expand and diversify learning opportunities.

Important information to note:

Range and variety
300+ online courses for grades 6–12 are offered through six carefully vetted, high-quality course providers in the following 
categories:
 
 Standard (core)
 Credit recovery
 WASL
 Advanced placement (AP)

Rigorous and standards-aligned
Courses are taught by certfied online instructors who meet the NCLB “highly qualified” standard. Course curricula are 
written to national, if not state, standards; when applicable, courses written to national standards have been mapped to state 
standards. 

Registration and credit managed by schools
Schools determine which courses are available to their students and which students are eligible to take online courses. Credits 
for online courses are granted through the student's school. Schools pay tuition for online courses, an expense that can be 
offset by retaining student enrollments and their FTE dollars. 

On-site and online support for students
Student success in online courses is encouraged and supported by a school-based Teacher/Mentor and Registrar. Students 
taking online courses are automatically assigned an online DLC tutor. All tutor-student communications are conducted 
online via a DLC-managed and monitored platform. 

Required and suggested implementation strategies:

Identify Course Support team1 members (DLC Registrar and Teacher/Mentor). Team members must first sign up2 with the 
DLC, then participate in the required 90-minute phone orientation.

Direct prospective students to the Explore Online Learning3 page to read Indicators of Student Success and take the 
quizzes/surveys offered.

Have prospective students try out an online course by exploring the Course Demos4.

Have prospective students meet with the school DLC Registrar to review the Course Selection Guidelines5 and select their 
course(s). 

Once they are registered, direct students to the Steps to Success6 and Get Ready to Start7 pages to start them out on the right 
foot.

dlcinfo@learningcommons.org800.890.8592
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QuickStart Guide
Online Courses: Credit Recovery, Core, Honors, AP, College

Link references:

Course Support team1

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/cs/team_role.php

Sign up2

http://www.learningcommons.org/educators/cs/intake/

Explore Online Learning3

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/online_learning.php

Course Demonstrations4

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/demo_courses.php

Course Selection Guidelines5

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/selection_guidelines.php

Steps to Success6

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/best_practices/

Get Ready to Start7

http://www.learningcommons.org/students/courses/start.php

dlcinfo@learningcommons.org800.890.8592


